The crystal structure of the title compound, C 15 H 12 Cl 2 N 2 O 2 , contains three intramolecular hydrogen bonds; two C-HÁ Á ÁO and a nonclassical N-HÁ Á ÁCl. The structure is further stabilized by intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds and C-HÁ Á Á interactions, resulting in a three-dimensional network. The two benzene rings make an interplanar angle of 58.0 (1) .
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg2 is the centroid of the C10/C15 phenyl ring. Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Oxford Diffraction, 2009 ); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO; data reduction: CrysAlis PRO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) and DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 2002) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97, PLATON (Spek, 2009) and WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) .
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The molecular structure of (I) includes three intermolecular hydrogen bonds (Table 1) ; two of them are C-H···O hydrogen bonds, the third is a non-classical N-H···Cl hydrogen bond. The two phenyl rings make an interplanar angle of 58.0 (1)°. at the position (-x, y + 1/2, -z + 1/2).
Malonic acid (0.3 mol) in dichloromethane (30 ml) was treated with 2-chloroaniline (0.6 mol) in dichloromethane (30 ml), dropwise with stirring. The resulting mixture was stirred for 3 hrs and kept aside for 12 hrs for the completion of reaction and evaporation of the solvent, dichloromethane. The product obtained was added to crushed ice to obtain the precipitate.
The latter was thoroughly washed with water and then with saturated sodium bicarbonate solution and washed again with water. It was then given a wash with 2 N HCl. It was again washed with water, filtered, dried and recrystallized to the constant melting point from ethanol.
Block like colorless single crystals of the title compound used in X-ray diffraction studies were obtained by a slow evaporation of its ehanolic solution at room temperature.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model with C-H = 0.93 or 0.97 Å and N-H = 0.86 Å. The U iso (H) values were set at 1.2U eq (C, N). 
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å, °)
Cg2 is the centroid of the C10/C15 phenyl ring. 
